Demon In the Freezer
Richard Preston

Assignment: Answer questions 1-3 plus 7 other questions you choose.

1.  “The Rahima sleeps in a freezer and will never die, unless and until the human race decides to end its relationship with variola, and puts the Rahima and all other smallpox strains to death.”   (p. 77) Should the official stores of smallpox virus (variola major) be destroyed?  Why or why not?

2.  Explain your understanding of why a book that begins and touts itself as a book about the Anthrax scares post-911 spends so much of its content dealing with smallpox.

3.  Tell me your overall reaction to this book (positive or negative) and why you would or would not recommend keeping it on the Honors Biology reading list.

 4.  “if hope is a word that can be applied to a virus”  Explain why hope is and is not a word that can be applied to a virus. (p. 48)
5.  Explain why a scientist might see a trans-species jump of a virus as something impressive. (p.51)
6.  Explain how human population growth has affected the spread of viral disease.  What type of growth pattern does this represent logistic/ exponential, density dependent or independent?  Why? (p. 53)
7.  Take a side in the debate pro/con looking at pharaoh’s feet and defend your position in 4-5 sentences. (p. 54)
8.  The author says Brilliant learned lessons he would never forget.  What lessons have you learned from reading this that you will never forget. (p. 58)
9.  Take a side in the debate to rid the world of all smallpox stored in the world and defend your position in 4-5 sentences. (p. 76)
10.  Ali Maow Maalin had a strange reaction to the doctors’ news.  Why do you think he reacted as he did?

11.  The stockpile of small pox vaccine seems to be static due to the cost to increase it.  Do you think it is worth the cost to increase it?  Why or why not?  (p. 93)
12.  Describe your reaction to the chapter titled “Harper” and why you think you had the reaction (or didn’t have any reaction) you did.  Did this chapter affect your view of smallpox: the disease, its potential, the research, the researchers in any way? (p. 154)
13.  How do you think the United States government should respond to the perceived threat of smallpox as a biological weapon?

14.   Do you agree or disagree with Preston’s assertion that “If all viruses disappear, a global catastrophe would ensue, and the natural ecosystems of the earth would collapse in a spectacular crash under the burgeoning population of the earth?” (p. 66)
